Review

Solid Silver 60s Show
Blackpool Grand Thedres

Old-timers
let the good
times roll

WISECRACKEING Wayne
Fontama is putting off-stage
turbulence behind him to
reinvent himsalf as a hit with
music lovers of yesteryear
His third time in Blackpool on
the endearing Salid Silver Gos
Show again had us in stitchas
besides admiring the undimin-
ished strength of his woice.
Interspersed with Game Of
Laovve, Tm Um U Uim Umn Um
and Pamela Pamela etc were
side-ﬁpli:ﬁni;okoi at himsalf
which hid adark side to his
recent past.

As fellow OAP Frank Allen of
The Searchers put it “Wayne's
been regaling us backstage
about being banged ap. hfurpar
enitly he set fire ta a bailiff's
car - the trouble was the bailiff
was inside!™

Ateg, Fontana says he's done
12 of the 24 Silver tonrs and
last night was every bit the
show stealer he was when hers
in 2001 and 2004,

Bill-toppers The Searchers can
still do afmmrﬁtgﬂﬂnmna]
meamber John McMNally (67),
1664 recruit Allen and "85
arrival Spencer Jamies hlended
owerfully in their 50 mimtes"
input into twa hours 40
minutes.
The same goes for The
Mersayheats, who were aided
by Foritana hanut% goit the full
house in the mood.
Like Allen. American legend
John Walker is 85, though his
voice lacks the anthority and
forceflness it had when he
layed the Grand with Fontana
ive years ago.
Walker welcomed the support
of his young wife Cynthia and
The Dakotas backing grou
though he finished more like
hi= old self with The Sun Ain't
Gonna Shine Anymore.
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Beat balladeer

wers never realby called
Walker, he never the
mnch rumoured hugs bust-up

withfellow band member
Santt ... and he still faels mors British
than American,

Sogaye John Walker - real name
John Manz - formerly ane thind of the
chart topping Walker Brothers with
Seott Engéa-]an:l Gary Leeds —and stll
happy tobe packing in the crowd=asa
solaist an the Solid Silver s tour
which was at Blackpoal Grand The-
atre last night

“We just always had an agresment
thatwad stick together unfil ons of us
didn't like the idea any more.” s=ys
Johin, “Seottwasm't fond of touring
and Gary waseasy going. I'd bean par-
forming live since [ was 16 and likea
L coudn't change my spota I
wanted towork -end working meant
touring. Sothe splitbecamein-
avitable

The thres “brothers™ went their own
waay in the late 1960, brisfly reformed
|]JQ:|._9 mid 1870 then broke up againin

Taa wa still e each other
gaid John. "But I live in Califor nia so
itanot eany 1see Gary bacavs: 'm

imvohied ina book Er_i:-jectvf'jth him, If
[ meet up with Seott itsalways pocd.
He somietimes popeap at one of m
giga bt he kesape it sacrat - it's jus
what he's like =0 [ honour that.™

Apart from hisregular visits and
tours, Johnspends much of his time
thesa day in his recording studio -t
admitz that life an theroad is aasiarn

“I'm a perfectionist and it'sa bitof a
cursa, but on tour everything is done
for u=and the guys behind the scund
:]aud lights are masters of thedr eraft,
¥ SR
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“It’s cartainly different from the old
daiys whem you were never quite sure if
averything would work or not—and
them yon you couldn’t hear yoursalf
anyway becanss of the sound of the
crawd. Mow it's such a well siled ma-
chine—and you know it's Lmt?mngm
suddendy explode behind you!™

He admits he sometimes wonders
what would have happened if e, Seott
and Gary hadn't taken a flight from
California to London and landed in the
muicdle of the &ie beat boom.

“Wa had quite alot going an back
homieand ['m sure that would have
continued to de 1, bt we touched
down in the UK and'it was like some
-:-t_}_el}:tﬂleb:n._y;[‘hhpea ermﬂ;e taok
off.” hesays, range thing was
that we were here in the middle of the
bt reyol wtion and we were making
bighallads.

OH BROTHER: John Walker is touring with the Solid Silver 6ls

Show

He's equally surprizad that the
‘Walker Brothers =till have sucha
strang fan basa,

“Inever thought it would last
teyomd a few hit reccrds,” says John
“But it's onecf the things thatmakes
rne fee] exptremety proud that we still
have smeh anenormans 1'etu_u1:atl-:|:rL
AndI=till love thesongs, TTeel lncky to
have besn for tunate encugh to have
teen given such great material. [ never

gettired of performing the hits™

Attheir height the Walker Brothers,
with their American good looks and
mop 'IJJ%E]I.EI]['SI'F]E'S a predominant-
Iy fernale following.
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These days the split is a little mare
even. “More male fans who thess day s
arert't asharmed to admit they do acto-
ally like the big romantic ballada -1
eertainly do, s there's nothing wrong
with that!

“lalsn like the fact that now 1 canget
ti talk to peaple after the show It's real
Iy strange when they =ay e wait-
e 4 years to meet me— but it's great.

Drespi te his home in California dohn
says e hasalways felt more British
than American. T came here inwhat
wara my formative yearsand [was
pretiy mch hased hereuntil [ was in

iy A0 =0 it's havdby surprising.
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